H4      THE FALL OF THE GERMAN REPUBLIC
asked to be decided; that in sabotaging the revolution he made
certain the sabotage of the Republic; that, if he had been less of
a sentimentalist and more of an idealist, he would have done a
greater work than he did. But it is also true that to the majority
of his countrymen he did save Germany from the disaster of
revolution and the suicide of disruption, and that what he did
do he did with an acute sense of responsibility and from honour-
able motives, being true to the light that was in him. Whatever
the ultimate verdict on him as a statesman—and it will probably be
increasingly unfavourable as years go on—it will never be denied
that, as he saw it, he served with sacrificial loyalty that Germany
which is not erstes Reich nor zzoeitcs Reich nor yet driitcs Reich,
but is that eternal Germany which is the noblest ideal of a great
people, the Germany for which two of his sons died in the field
and the third for long suffered in a Nazi concentration camp.
His death left the Reich without a head. It was clear that if
the Republic were not to be stultified another republican must
succeed the man of November. But so great was the dearth of
outstanding personalities that the republicans could not agree on
a candidate. Every party put forward its own and none appealed
to the imagination, much less to the heart of the nation. Voting
was on strict party lines, another general election in fact, and
as might have been expected the Nationalist candidate headed
the list, but was in a minority of over half a million to the total
democratic poll, A second ballot was necessary. This time the
fight must be raised above party politics. A Left candidate was
impossible to find; the Communists insisted on running their own
nominee. Agreement was reached, however, by the democratic
parties; for tactical reasons the Weimar parties chose not a
Socialist but the Centrist, Marx. The issue would, therefore, be
a clear one between democracy and nationalism., perhaps between
republicanism and anti-republicanism. That was an issue the
Nationalists now, if at any time, could not accept for it was an issue
on which they would be hopelessly beaten. Just appreciation of
the possible result sharpened Nationalist wits; their device to
avoid the issue was almost a stroke of genius.
Since his resignation in 1920 as chief of the general staff,

